fessional education as a strategy to help reduce the burden of diabetesto the individual, the community, and the nation as a wholeby providing a practical resource guide for diabetes care. The most-recently revised publication provides state-of-the-art recommendations, developed by consensus, relating to nine major complications of diabetes mellitus. The guide is comprehensively written in a straightforward manner intended to contribute practical information that is clinically useful and appropriate for policy-making. Emphasis is placed on appropriate referral to specialists and on use of the multidisciplinary team approach to diabetes care. Achieving consensus regarding recommendations for prevention of complications of diabetes was a complex and labor-intensive task, entailing numerous reviews and revisions. The involvement of voluntary diabetes organizations, as well as independent experts and government agencies, encouraged confrontation of substantive issues and, in some cases, required resolution of conflicts. The 
Discussion
The potential value of a governmentsponsored, consensus-built document that contains comprehensive recommendations for prevention and treatment of complications of diabetes would seem to be significant. However, documentation of the value of this broad-based educational approach is not sufficient to substantiate this assumption. In addition, CDC faces resource barriers in distributing this document on a large scale, as well as in marketing its utility. Supportive commercial relationships, however, have helped to minimize these barriers. The question of the impact of this major undertaking, in terms of reducing the burden of diabetes, is of paramount importance to the DDT. A demonstration project is under way in the northeastern United States that may provide some answers to this question.
